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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1) That, Information Report T-14-

September 15, 2025, be received.   
 
ALIGNMENT TO STRATEGIC PLAN:  
 
The 2026 Budget supports the following Strategic Plan Themes: 

 Build a safe, connected, caring and active community 
 Champion strategic and responsible growth 
 Enrich our strong agricultural legacy 
 Advance organizational capacity and effectiveness 

 
BACKGROUND: 
 
To foster public engagement in the budget process, the Township prepares a Budget 
Survey on an annual basis. The survey collects feedback on the programs and services 
that residents and stakeholders value most, helping guide how funds are allocated to 

 
 
During the 2025 Budget Process, Administration received feedback on the desire to launch 

REPORT 
CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITTEE 

OVERVIEW: 
 

 On June 26, 2025, the Township launched the 2026 Budget Survey, with a 
closing date of July 21, 2025.  

 Purpose of the survey was to gather input on priorities, services and spending to 
 for the 2026 Budget.  

 This report provides a summary of the survey results. Details of the survey 
submissions are available at Schedule A, as attached to the report.   
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the budget survey earlier on in the budget process. In response, the 2026 survey was 
launched several months earlier to allow stakeholders more time to provide input and for 
that feedback to be incorporated into the process.  
 
The 2026 Budget Survey was released to the public on June 26, 2025, with the survey 
closing for submissions on July 21, 2025. The survey was made available online and on 
paper, with hard copies available for pick-up at the Township Administration Office, the 
West Lincoln Community Centre and all West Lincoln Public Library branches. The survey 
was advertised via a news release on the Township's website and social media platforms.  
 
The final 2025 property tax bills, that were issued in late June 2025, included an enclosure 
notice for the 2026 Budget Survey, which provided visibility of the survey to all West 
Lincoln property owners. Administration also distributed physical paper surveys at West 
Lincoln recreation programming events, such as Canada Day and Music, Market & Park It.    
 
CURRENT SITUATION: 
 
The detailed results of the 2026 Budget Survey are attached as Schedule A to this report. 
Those that responded to the survey have provided observations on various services 
provided by the Township. 
 
Some key highlights of the 2026 Budget Survey results include: 
 167 survey responses were received, which is 41 more than the 2025 Burget Survey 

(or a 33% increase).  
 96% of the respondents identified as a West Lincoln resident or business owner. 
 65% of the respondents rated the overall value they are receiving from their Township 

tax dollars as fair or better. 
 Two service areas that 85% of respondents would like to see improvements (and 

therefore more tax dollars spent) are for road maintenance and asset renewal and 
replacement (such as for roads, bridges, and facilities). 

 51% of the respondents indicated that they would not like to see Township services 
reduced (and therefore fewer tax dollars spent). In the comments, several noted they 
would like to see existing service levels maintained but emphasized the desire for tax 
dollars to be spent and managed efficiently and prudently.  

 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
There are no financial implications associated with this report.  
 
INTER-DEPARTMENTAL COMMENTS:  
 
Administration across the Finance and Communications teams collaborated together to 
execute this public engagement initiative. The survey results have been shared with the 
Senior Leadership Team. The results will be reviewed alongside legislative requirements, 
available funding, and ongoing service needs to develop the draft 2026 budget, for further 
public and Council consideration.  
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CONCLUSION: 
The 2026 Budget Survey data provides Council with information on community feedback 

2026 budget deliberations.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Schedule A  2026 Budget Survey Results  
 
 
Prepared & Submitted by:   Approved by: 
 
Katelyn Repovs, CPA, CA   Truper McBride 

 Director, Corporate Services/CFO  CAO 
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